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Fraser Valley Human Dignity Coalition 

Minutes 

Thursday, June 6, 2019 • 6– 8pm 

Boardroom 

Abbotsford Community Services • 2420 Montrose Ave 

 

MEETING OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Stó:lō Land Acknowledgement    

“On the ancestral, traditional and unceded territories of the Matsqui and the Sumas 

Nations, of the Stó:lō nation.”   

 

Welcome to FVHDC 

Roundtable introductions and updates 

-Several new members have joined this meeting.  Representatives present from UFV 

Amnesty Club, the FVRL, and the UFV Pride Collective, and interested community members 

were in attendance. 

 

APPROVAL 

Agenda 

March 7, 2019 Minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present Regrets 

Melissa Salter    
Natalia Deros  
Sarah Kopan 
Alison Gutrath       
Jared Kimber  
James Wiest 

Balbir S. Gill 
Moninder Grewal 
David Warkentin 
Max R. Aranguiz-Peterson 
Céline Ahokedon 

Raveena Walia 
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FOLLOW UP 

  

Quarterly Incident Reports 

  -There were two Incident Reports in the last quarter:  

   - An individual living with a disability has been the victim of repeated 

harassment within her neighbourhood, leading her to feel unsafe within her community.  She 

feels that she has few options other than to move, although finding affordable housing is a 

significant barrier. DEARS staff referred her to Legal Advocacy services in Langley, as well as a 

crisis line for emotional support.  DEARS staff were able to help the individual develop an action 

plan.      

 

- DEARS Education staff member attended a LINC class (focus group) where one 

student (a Syrian refugee) talked about her teenage daughter’s experience of being 

bullied for being different ethnically and religiously in her secondary school.  This 

caused her great distress, and the student expressed the wish for more education 

and diversity training to be available to high school students.  

 

 

Intersections on the Block party, March 21st, 7-11 pm   

 

- In honour of International Day of the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on March 

21st, Diversity Education, in partnership with the Fraser Valley Human Dignity 

Coalition and the Abbotsford Local Immigration Partnership, hosted a block party 

with The Reach Museum and Gallery, titled “Intersections on the Block.”  Indigenous, 

newcomer, and queer youth performed spoken word, rap, dance, among others.  A 

number of community booths were invited, with free bannock served.  An estimated 

200 individuals attended.   
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NEW BUSINESS 

Upcoming Community Events 

 

Gathering at Lightning Rock: June 14th, Semá:th Nation Band Office. 10 am-1 pm.  Lunch 

provided.  Posters attached. 

Lightning Rock is a sacred site for the local Stó:lō people.  In 2017, an MOU was signed 

between the Semá:th Nation, the Provincial government, and a development company 

Coldwater Ltd in order to find an agreement to protect the sacred site.  However, two years on, 

very little action has been made.  All are welcome to join the Semá:th Nation and Coldwater Ltd 

at a gathering June 14th to discuss how best this example of reconciliation can go forward with 

the Provincial government.  

“We are asking for leaders, elders, members of our communities and supporters to 

gather in a call to action to raise awareness, distribute information and work to reconcile 

one of the most important historical and sacred lands in British Columbia.” 

 

Cecilia Reekie: My Journey of Truth and Reconciliation: June 15th, Clearbrook Library, 1-

2 pm.  Poster attached.   

Please join Cecelia shares her journey of Truth & Reconciliation through personal stories and 

experiences. A proud member of the Haisla Nation, Cecelia was adopted as an infant. After 

being reunited with her birth family Cecelia began to learn the truth about the impact of 

colonialism on Canada's Indigenous People and its continuing legacy. This personal 

perspective provides compelling and valuable insight for those wanting to learn more about our 

history as Canadians and the importance of Reconciliation. 

https://fvrl.bibliocommons.com/events/5cddbc43a1d2ea2f005e47f7 

 

Inside my Heart- Inasmuch Community Society: June 20th, Matsqui Centennial 

Auditorium, 7 pm.   

Film showing in honour of World Refugee Day. 

https://fvrl.bibliocommons.com/events/5cddbc43a1d2ea2f005e47f7
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A documentary film by Canadian Director Debra Kellner, produced by Frank Giustra, Serge 

Lalou, and Richard Copans.  Inside My Heart chronicles the plight of three refugee families 

fleeing their war torn countries over a period of nearly 3 years. Despite having lost everything 

and their harrowing stories about the atrocities of war, each family continues their fight to stay 

alive. Unable to return to their countries without the risk of being killed, today they are forced to 

live with the consequences of their broken dreams. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inside-my-heart-documentary-film-for-world-refugee-day-tickets-

61169155591 

 

National Indigenous Peoples Day: June 21st, Mill Lake (Bevan entrance), 10-2 pm.   
“Celebrate National Indigenous Peoples' Day with Pow Wow dancing, jigging, storytelling, and 

other crafts and refreshments. All free! 

Q'othet Li Talhimelh! Join us!” 

https://www.abbyschools.ca/events/national-indigenous-peoples-day 

 

MCC World Refugee Day:  June 22nd, Mill Lake Park, 1-5 pm.  Poster attached. 

World Refugee Day honours the strength and courage of refugees and encourages 

public awareness and support of the refugees, people who have had to flee their home 

lands because of conflict or natural disaster. 

Join us for an afternoon of music, dance and stories of hope from around the world to mark this 

special day on Saturday, June 22 at Mill Lake Park in Abbotsford from 1-4 pm. Free parking is 

available at the Bevan Ave. entrance. 

https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events/world-refugee-day-celebration-abbotsford-bc-0 

 

Fraser Valley Pride Week and Festival in the Park: July 13-20th; July 20th, Jubilee Park, 3-8 

pm. 

Volunteer with the Fraser Valley Human Dignity Coalition on July 20th! Sign up with 

Natalia at Natalia.deros@archway.ca for a shift at our booth.  

Fraser Valley Youth Society is hosting our 7th annual Fraser Valley Pride Starting on July 12, 

2019, followed by our Festival in the Park on July 20th, 2019.  We are excited to come together 

and celebrate diversity with our youth, their friends, families and community members.  

 

 The 2019 Fraser Valley Pride Festival will once again be held at Jubilee Park.  It will include a 

‘‘Pride Walk’’, products, services and food vendor booths, a community stage featuring 

performers, and speeches from dignitaries and community members. This is a free, family 

friendly event & open to the public. There will be a catered dinner, drag show and dance 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inside-my-heart-documentary-film-for-world-refugee-day-tickets-61169155591
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inside-my-heart-documentary-film-for-world-refugee-day-tickets-61169155591
https://www.abbyschools.ca/events/national-indigenous-peoples-day
https://mcccanada.ca/get-involved/events/world-refugee-day-celebration-abbotsford-bc-0
mailto:Natalia.deros@archway.ca
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Saturday July 13th, and we are also holding a youth dance on Friday July 19th. 

http://www.fraservalleypride.com/ 

 

Vancouver Pride Festival: August 2-5th, various locations in Vancouver. 

The trailblazing Vancouver Pride Festival returns on the August long weekend for its 40th 

anniversary. 

http://www.vancouverpride.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

UFV Pride Festival: September 6th and 7th, University of the Fraser Valley.  More information 

to come! 

UFV Pride in partnership with the Fraser Valley Youth Society is hosting a Pride festival at UFV 

in the first week back to classes, specifically targeting any new queer students.  A clothing swap 

will be hosted most likely on September 3rd with gender-affirming clothing.  Clothing donations 

will be accepted at any time.   

 

 

Blanket Medicine Grant – Cecilia Reekie workshop                                                                                                 

-Provincial grant given to DEARS to provide the KAIROS blanket exercise 

facilitated by Cecilia Reekie to Coalition members in the next quarter, most likely 

in October or November 2019.   

 

Group Dialogue:  How can the general community (and coalition) best support LGBTQ2S+ 

individuals within the Fraser Valley?  What gaps currently exist as barriers? 

Co-facilitated by Sarah Kopan and Jared Kimber from the UFV Pride Collective. 

 

http://www.fraservalleypride.com/
http://www.vancouverpride.ca/
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There is a lack of understanding amongst the parents of LGBTQ2S+ youth, especially of 

transgender youth in the community.  A number of parents of queer youth are kicked out of the 

house and become homeless.  A way to address this issue is to provide more resources and 

teaching to parents so as to foster understanding and allyship.   

      

Part of this learning opportunity is to explore the concept of family, which is broader than just 

biological relationships and roles.   This can happen at very early ages, and is helpful at all 

stages of life to build community understanding of non-heteronormative family structure. 

 

The upcoming federal election is a prime opportunity to challenge politicians to be more pro-

active with anti-homophobia campaigns and legislation addressing issues of discrimination and 

hate. 

 

Community members can act as allies by specifically and actively saying no, to all forms of 

discrimination against the LGBTQ2S+ community.     

 

Book Recommendation:  “Ties that Bind: Familial Homophobia and its consequences” by Sarah 

Schulman is an excellent and educational resource for parents who may be struggling with their 

child identifying as part of the LGBTQ2S+ community. 

 

Action Item:  FVHDC members to send media suggestions such as books, movies, shows, with 

positive LGBTQ+ representation to project staff in order to compile a public list. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

  

 September 26th, 2019, 6-8 pm, Boardroom 

 

 


