
Fraser Valley Human Dignity Coalition 

Minutes 

Thursday, March 7, 2018 • 6– 8pm 

Room B 102 

Abbotsford Community Services • 2420 Montrose Ave 

 

 

MEETING OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Stó:lō Land Acknowledgement                                                                                            

Welcome to FVHDC 

Roundtable introductions and updates 

 

APPROVAL 

Agenda 

July 12, 2018 Minutes 

 

FOLLOW UP 

  

Quarterly Incident Reports 

 -Two incident reports were recorded in the last quarter: the incidents themselves 

were confidential but had to do with transgender discrimination and racism.  

 

Community Response Protocol 

 -Review of updated 2018 Community Response Protocol and its purpose as a 

guide for organizations to counteract racism and hate  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Present Regrets 

Alison Gutrath                        Raveena Walia 
Natalia Deros                         Celine Ahodekon 
Fiona MacDonald                   Balbir S Gill 
Sarah Kopan                          Cassie de Jong 
Jared Kimber                          Melissa Salter 
Max R. Aranguiz-Peterson 
Nina Shenton 
 

Bibi Dilmahomed 
Paula Mannington 
Awneet Sivia 
Michelle Murray-Schlitt 
Bev Olfert 
Harnek Toor 



Upcoming Events 

 

-Intersections on the Block party, March 21st, 7-11 pm. 

 Free food, music, dance, community booths around topic of intersectionality. 

 

-Neighbourhood Spirit Grant is open to residents of Abbotsford until April 9th who wish to do 

something in their community or neighbourhood.   

  

-Health Initiative for Men (HIM)’s Fraser Valley chapter meets on the last Monday of every 

month at the SUB at UFV to talk about the mental, social, and physical health of LGBTQ2+ 

men. 

 

-WUSC UFV is holding a fundraiser at Sippchai on Friday, March 8th from 7-11 pm.  Performers 

include local musicians such as Josh Goodman, Cambree Lovesy, and Ben Cotrill. 

 

-UFV College of Arts is hosting a forum for International Women’s Day, March 8th, 4-6, in room 

B 101, with speakers Gina Starblanket, Robin Maynard, and Kim Bolan. 

 

-The Cascade newspaper publishes local events weekly for free.  Email 

culture@ufvcascades.ca to enter an event. 

 

Guest Speaker: Max R. Aranguiz-Peterson on the topic of intersectionality and resilience in his 

life.                                                                                                   

Group Dialogue:  

What are the top barriers preventing Abbotsford from being more welcoming and Inclusive of all 

identities?  

 

The biggest barrier is often around the power of the story.  Stereotypes are stories born out of 

ignorance, so the story must be replaced by something more real and human.  When the 

perception of others stays the same, the story can’t change.   

 

It is difficult to combat national rhetoric surrounding race and discrimination, especially 

considering what is happening in the States and around the world.  The question then is how 

one educates the whole community around diversity and inclusion when people are already so 

influenced by larger and always present narratives.  “Fake news”, stereotypes and false 

narratives are prevalent on social media and it is difficult to combat individually.  There is need 

for a strategy or campaign to work on deconstructing those ideas.  For example, many people 

do not know the difference between an immigrant and a refugee. It can be hard or hurtful to do 

this work when a person is a member of a minority themselves.   

 

Workshops around learning about others that are open to the wider community could be helpful.  

The Reach is hosting a film series called Reel Change, focusing on indigenous stories and 

mailto:culture@ufvcascades.ca


production.  Local news sources are also a good avenue to promote positive messages to break 

down stereotypes. 

 

Food is the best tool for understanding. Taaybeh, a pop-up restaurant in Vancouver, serves 

Syrian cuisine made by recent Syrian immigrants, and also serves as a place for customers to 

enjoy the beauty of their culture and those connections.   

 

Book Recommendation:  “Dear World: A Syrian girl’s story of war and plea for peace” by Bana 

Alabed. Based on the true story of a 7-year old’s experience of living under the terror of the 

Syrian regime.  

 

NEXT MEETING 

  

 June 6th, 6-8 pm, at Abbotsford Community Services, in the Boardroom. 

 

 

 


